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New Bill to Save Lives 

The AB-392 Peace Officers bill that restricts the police officers’ use of deadly force is a 

topic with much debate. In my opinion, the Bill AB-392 should be supported in California 

because it prevents unlawful use of deadly force by clarifying the situations when police officers 

can use deadly force, helping the police officers to restore trust from the public, and emphasizing 

that the accountability for police officers is to protect people. 

AB-392 provides clarification on the power for the officers, which can prevent the 

misapplication of deadly force. One of the most significant modifications of this bill is that it 

changes the standard for when lethal force can be used from what is “reasonable” to what it is 

“necessary”1. While past laws give the officers more freedom to decide whether to use deadly 

force, under the new bill police officers will risk charges of homicide if they use unlawful deadly 

force. It requires police officers to assess the situation before excising force. To teach officers 

skills to determine the justifiable use of deadly force, the California District Attorneys 

Association suggests giving police more training, teaching them the new deadly force standard as 

well as lessons on implicit bias and alternatives to firing their guns2. With training and more 

considered use of force, the police officers’ involuntary manslaughter rate will be significantly 

reduced.  

In addition, the bill’s emphasis on training for implicit bias will help to restore trust from 

the public. Often times, people of color, especially African Americans, are the victims of 

inappropriate killings based on implicit bias. Research shows that in the U.S., African Americans 

are 2.5 times more likely to be killed by police than white people.3	On March 18, 2018, Clark, a 

twenty-two-year-old unarmed black man was shot to death by Sacramento police in his 

grandma’s backyard while holding a cellphone that officers allegedly believed to be a gun4. Such 
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cases have led many in the public to believe that racial prejudice influenced these wrongful 

assumptions. Many people protest that the endemic of black men being shot and killed by police 

officers is a tragic cultural aberration in this country5. Additional police can reduce implicit bias 

and help prevent these situations from occurring. California Governor Gavin Newsom advocated 

the new bill, stating that it “is an important bill, one that will help restore community trust in our 

criminal justice system” (Chabria and Luna). After acknowledging that the police officers are 

trained in how to de-escalate and use other tactics before firing a gun, people will be more likely 

to trust at the decision the police officers make (Roseman). 

Opposers of the bill question if it will put the police officers’ lives in greater danger, 

causing them to hesitate in critical moments. However, statistics show that police officers in 

California kill at a rate that is 37% higher than the national average6. Recently, the most 

debatable police shooting case in California is the fatal shooting of aspiring rapper Willie 

McCoy. McCoy was shot at more than 55 times by six police officers surrounding his car while 

he was asleep with a gun in his lap and the doors locked (Coaston). Many people believe that 

officers’ interpretation of McCoy’s threat to be unreasonable, especially given that he was 

surrounded, unresponsive, and shot numerous times. Cases like these, though extreme, show that 

many shootings in California are arguable unreasonable and occurred in situations not risking 

officers’ lives. Also, the bill states officers can still use deadly force in the face of imminent 

danger7. Thus, with proper training and judgment, officers can still protect their own lives. 

Finally, this bill should be supported because it emphasizes the responsibility of the 

police officers, which is to protect people’s lives, including those of potential criminals. The old 

bill is not able to show the common idea that the police officers are responsible for protecting 

every citizens’ lives, and the new law reflects a compromise between civil rights advocates who 
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say it will save lives and law enforcement groups that want more clarity on the use of force8. 

Since “reasonable” gives a vague and objective definition of the situation to use deadly force, 

changing it to “necessary” shows the police’s wish of reducing the rate of killings during their 

missions. By changing the premise of using deadly force from “reasonable” to “necessary”, the 

police can show its attention on the problem of the current high rate of inappropriate use of 

deadly force and keep its image of protecting people’s lives. 

In my opinion, the replacement of old from Bill AB-392 can clarify the situations when 

police officers can use deadly force, help the police officers to restore trust from the public, and 

emphasize that the accountability for police officers is to protect people. Therefore, if I were a 

California State Legislator, I’ll support the bill. 
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